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tion due to this process, would be, not that it simply
increased the number of the candidates for living,
but that it gave to the feebler candidates a differen-
tial advantage; that they are now more fitted than
they were before for ousting their superior neighbours
from the chances of support. But I can see no
reason for supposing such a consequence to be pro-
bable or even possible. The struggle for existence,
as I have suggested, rests upon the unalterable facts
that the world is limited and population elastic.
Under all conceivable circumstances we shall vStill
have in some way or other to proportion our numbers
to our supplies; and under all circumstances those
who are fittest by reason of intellectual or moral
or physical qualities will have the best chance of
occupying good places, and leaving descendants to
supply the next generation. It is surely not less
true that in the civilised as much as in the most
barbarous race, the healthiest are the most likely to
live, and the most likely to be ancestors. If so, the
struggle will still be carried on upon the same prin-
ciples, though certainly in a different shape.

It is true that this suggests one of the most
difficult questions of the time. It is suggested, for
example, that in some respects the "highest" speci-
mens of the race are not the healthiest or the fittest.
Genius, according to some people, is a variety of